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Interviewer: Andy Pilder 
Date: October 25, 2014 
 

P: Okay, where were you born? 

M: Well, I was born when my hometown was under Italy at the time. It has changed 

many times. And yeah, I was born in the Austrian Alps in Slovenic, or where I 

was—actually, it was in Germany to start with, and then it was given to Italy, and 

Italy gave it to Yugoslavia.  

P: What was the name of the town? 

M: Well, it has three names. 

P: Okay. 

M: Because of different people lived there. Okay, I’ll tell you one of them. Okay, it’s 

now in Slovenia, and that’s Bovec. That’s Slovenian for Bovec. Okay, in German, 

it’s Flitsch, and in Italian, it’s Plezzo.  

P: And what year were you born? 

M: 1928. 

P: When was your birthday? 

M: 13 November 1928. 

P: Coming up. What was your name at birth? 

M: What was my name? Kravonia. My maiden name? Kravonia. 

P: And your full name. 

M: Yeah, okay, same: Greti Kravonia. 

P: Do you have a middle name? 

M: Okay. That was very horrible. I will give you a little history. I met my husband 

when he was stationed in my hometown, so it was Plezzo then because it was 

Italy. He was American, of course, and we got married and came to U.S.A., 

1947. And been here off and on, moved thirty-seven times in the service. Three 

wars, okay, three wars. Thirty years in the service, my husband died in [19]70.  

P: Can you tell me a little bit about your childhood? 

M: Well, yeah. My parents, they were barbers. And a few more things that I’d rather 

not tell. I was in camps, there was a war. 

P: Do you have siblings? 

M: I was fifteen when I went in a very famous camp, Auschwitz. If that’s what you 

wanna do, but I don’t tell everybody that. 
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P: Okay. 

M: ‘Cause I don’t want anybody to say, oh, poor thing, and stuff like that. It was a 

war, and we went through it, and we still have a war.  

P: Have you ever talked to anyone about your experiences during the war? 

M: Not too much. Not too much. Some of my real close friends, maybe, know and I 

know because there it is. But I don’t want you to put that on there. 

P: Okay. 

M: Okay? 

P: Okay. Would you be willing to talk about it a little bit? 

M: Not—what do you want to know? 

P: How about your experiences before that? How old were you when . . . 

M: When I went in the camp? 

P: Mm-hm. 

M: I was fifteen. 

P: What about before that? 

M: Well, it was a war. All the schools were closed. We just lived the best way we 

could. Our food was very—the farmers would bring us something to get a haircut 

and stuff like that. This is hard for you to understand, I’m sure, but it’s part of it. 

P: What was the first memory you have of something happening as far as— 

M: Well, I guess it was the camp. 

P: Okay. So before that, everything seemed kind of normal? 

M: The second was I guess when I met my husband, coming to America. 

P: What about your life with your family? What did your parents do? 

M: Oh, this is very intrigue because there was a war and some were killed and this 

and that. I wouldn’t ever want to go back the way it was, but I have . . . my time 

now and I’m enjoying it. Yeah. I’m gonna be eighty-six next week. Yeah, don’t 

forget, I want a birthday card.  

P: And a cake. 

M: [Laughter] No, no, no cake. You gotta watch it and all that.  
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P: Oh, sure. Yeah. 

M: Okay, what I do here is make the Santa Clauses and I come down here and Ben 

Richardson, he’s the one that’s running the place, which is wonderful. He does all 

the woodwork here. [Inaudible 5:38] 

P: I heard about that. 

M: He sells a lot of it, and his is prime, prime. A lot of this is other people showing 

their arts and selling it. That’s how we get going. It’s busy season pretty soon, 

you know, Christmas. But everybody’s pretty tight with their money.  

P: How did you get into making Santa Clauses? 

M: [Laughter] Well, we met this couple, and we had just gotten to Mathews. We met 

this couple and they were retired when we were retired, and too, they were navy 

and we were army. [Laughter] I met the wife, she liked to sew, I liked to sew, and 

that’s how the Santa Clauses came about. 

P: Why Santa Clauses? 

M: I don’t know. It’s a Christmas thing, you know? We thought about it and said, how 

about if we try this? No good? No. Let’s try this. Then we tried to make Santa 

Clauses out of quilts; that’s very unusual, old quilts. I’m talking about at least 

eighty years old.  

P: Were you always a sewer? 

M: No, we do not sew the quilts. I buy ‘em or somebody will bring it to me and I will 

make them one, and then they will give me the rest of the quilt for me to use. 

P: And then you use the quilts to make the Santa Clauses. 

M: Yes. Yes. They’re old, so you can’t use ‘em on your beds or anything like that, 

but that’s actually how they came about. They were for warmth.  

P: How long have you been doing that for? 

M: Well, at least twenty-five years. Yeah. 

P: How did you end up here in Mathews? 

M: Well, like I said, we moved a lot in the service. Then my husband, after he 

retired—thirty years—he got another job and that was it. His health gave a little 

bit, so we were looking for a place to live. We ended up here in Mathews, on the 

East River.  

P: So you didn’t come here through the military.  
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M: Yeah, absolutely. 

P: Oh, you came here—okay. 

M: Me, myself? No, not military. Not until I met my husband. That’s it. I think I was 

very lucky to come to America. I always will be. 

P: Can we talk a little bit more about your life before you came to the States? 

M: Not really. 

P: Okay.  

M: I’d rather not. Let’s put it that way. Let’s just say I’m here, okay? 

P: Okay. 

M: I’m having a great time here. I have wonderful friends. I meet people like you. 

What else do you want? 

P: How about what it was like when you met your husband? 

M: It was nice.  

P: [Laughter] How did you meet exactly? 

M: At a dance. 

P: At a dance? 

M: At a dance. 

P: When the war ended, where did you go? 

M: Well, dances were right after the war, so it was easygoing with the military then. 

That’s how we—lots of dances, went to dances, and I found that he couldn’t 

dance. [Laughter] There are a couple things like that, but anyhow. Yeah, I knew 

him nine months before we got married.  

P: What was his name? 

M: His name was Keith, K-E-I-T-H, LaVerne Monroe. One marriage. 

P: Where exactly did you meet? 

M: At the dance! 

P: I’m sorry. What city was that in? 

M: Oh, what he was?  

P: Mm-hm. 
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M: He was a first lieutenant at the time that I met him. 

P: Where were you at the time? 

M: This was Plezzo, okay? My hometown. Oh, sorry. 

P: That’s my fault. So you went back to your hometown after the war? 

M: After we were married, several times, but . . . my mother died of cancer. My 

father died during the war. I took my two children, just small, back to my 

hometown. Of course, they don’t remember anything, but then I went a couple of 

times without them. It’s a very nice little town.  

P: Where were your children born? 

M: My children? They were both born in the U.S.A. That’s very unusual, ‘cause we 

traveled around. The same doctor in Williamsport, Pennsylvania.  

P: Home of the Little League World Series. 

M: Yeah. Uh-huh. Eight years apart, but anyhow, yeah. They’re both going to 

school. 

P: Boys? Girls? 

M: Boys.  

P: Two boys? 

M: Yes. 

P: What years were they born? 

M: When were they born? 

P: Mm-hm. 

M: The first one was born in 1950 while my husband was serving in Korea. He said, 

okay, so I had the baby on my own when I was staying with his parents. He was 

in Korea for two years. He came back to see this son that was two years old. 

P: He’d never saw him before that? 

M: No. 

P: And that was in Pennsylvania? 

M: This was in Pennsylvania, Williamsport. 

P: How far apart is your other son? 
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M: Eight years. 

P: Eight years later. How old were you when you had your second son? 

M: Well, it just happened, I guess. 

P: Okay. 

M: [Laughter] Nature’s way. Right. Right, but they’re both in school now. 

P: In college? 

M: Yes, the young one is twenty, and he’s in V.C.U. The other one is taking more in 

school. He’s already had a lot of schooling. He’s twenty-four now. 

P: These are your grandchildren? 

M: Mm-hm. My grandchildren. Both of them, yeah. So they’re up in Richmond. 

P: So you have two sons and two grandsons? 

M: Yeah, both. Two of each. That’s enough. 

P: Yeah. 

M: Yeah. 

P: Where do your children live nowadays? 

M: They’re up in Richmond. 

P: Oh, okay. 

M: They’re both in Richmond, and they come down and see me, but you know how 

it is with the girlfriends and all, where they can’t do this, they can’t do that. The 

normal stuff that goes on today. Sometimes it’s kinda hard to take, but that’s the 

way it is. They’re good kids. 

P: Right. What did you ever do for school? 

M: Where did I go to school? My hometown. It only went to the eighth grade.  

P: Okay. 

M: But, actually you know, after the fifth grade, they closed the schools. War and 

everything. 

P: What did you do when school ended? 

M: Oh, you know, the regular stuff. A-B-Cs.  
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P: No, when school ended. So if school ended in fifth grade, what did you do 

instead of going to school? 

M: What I was doing? I was home with my parents, maybe at the barbershop, 

cleaning this and that. Cooking for them, wooden stove.  

P: How did you learn how to cook? 

M: I learned. They told me how it is.  

P: Did you learn from your mother? 

M: Wood, wood, wood stove. Yep. My brother, he would cut the wood out in the 

woods, and chop it up a little bit for me. I cooked with that. We ate a lot of 

potatoes.  

P: So your brother was responsible— 

M: I got [inaudible 14:50] had a grandfather that only had one leg. First World War. 

P: Oh, okay. 

M: He made a lot of what they call polenta, that’s just Italian for mush. There was a 

lot of that. But, that’s okay. My brother, he passed away, married up in Canada. 

Three kids there, and I keep in touch with them. He died with cancer, and so did 

their mother. That’s about my life there.  

P: Yeah? 

M: Yeah. Not too exciting, but . . . 

P: When you came to the States, what did you do? Did you have a job right away? 

M: Oh, no, dear. I just got married. Well, actually, we came on a big boat with 

everybody, all, everybody on there. I was sick for eleven days. Seasick! Landed 

in New York. 

P: You got married in Europe before you traveled? 

M: Yes, we were married. 

P: What was your wedding like? 

M: Trieste. Trieste, okay? It’s Italy still. That’s where we were married. The only 

Protestant church there was there. They’re normally Catholic. We went back to 

see the church with the children, but they had taken it down completely. 

Somebody stuck their head out of the next door house, because I spoke Italian, 

too. You speak three languages there. 
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P: What three languages? 

M: I asked them, you know, what happened to the—Oh, she said, well you know, 

that was not a Catholic church, you know? I said, yes, I know. Very unusual. So 

as far as I know, it’s all Catholic there now.  

P: Was religion always something important to you? 

M: Very important. Very important. We went to catechism. Yeah, well, I delivered 

papers to my [inaudible 17:34]. The leader was there. I don’t remember what you 

call the—deacon, that’s it. Yeah. And I liked going there because he always 

either a piece of food for me or . . . then I had to go to him when I was getting 

married, and I wanted my birth certificate. He said, well, you want to think about 

it, married with a Protestant. He said, you want to really think about it, hardly. I 

said, well, okay. But he said, I don’t have your birth certificate, you have to go so-

and-so. I said, okay. So I come back and I ask my mother, I said, well, it’s what 

the priest said. I said, you know—because she was real Catholic. I mean, six 

o’clock in the morning, she would go to Mass before going to work. 

P: Your mother? 

M: Yes. I said, well you know, I said, he’s a Protestant. She said to me, there’s only 

one God. That stayed with me.  

P: Your father, was he religious as well? 

M: No. My mother was. My grandfather was. He would go to church with one leg.  

P: What about your children? 

M: My children always went to school from the beginning here in America. They 

sang in the choir and just the regular stuff. Then they got to be teenagers and 

what have you, and that changes everything. 

P: How about your husband? 

M: My husband was very—yeah. We always went to church. Yeah, well, a lot of 

times he wasn’t with me. Of course, I had the children. He was in the war 

someplace, you know. 

P: In the States, did you go to a Catholic church or a Protestant church? 

M: Protestant.  

P: Was that because of your husband? 

M: Yes. 
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P: Was that something that was important to him? 

M: Yes. His family, way back when. So I made it my own, but I tell you, in my heart 

I’m still kind of Catholic. But I go to church, but it’s a Protestant church. That’s 

fine. I keep thinking, well, it’s only one God. But that’s it. I love going to church. It 

does a lot of good. People that we help, we help them.  

P: How many times do you think you moved since you’ve been to the States? How 

many times did you move around with your husband? 

M: Thirty-seven times.  

P: Thirty-seven times. Do you have a favorite place you’ve been? 

M: Well, they always sent my husband to military schools, every one of them. He 

always did that. Yeah, and there on the side, we had the G.I. Bill, what they call 

it. And I have it now, too. They’ve got all everything he could in the evening. 

Yeah, yeah. So he ended up being a colonel when he died, yeah. 

P: So he ended up going to college for that? 

M: Oh, yeah. He had everything, the whole thing. 

P: Did you have a place that you lived that was your favorite? 

M: Well, I’m gonna be buried up in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. That’s where my 

husband is. Yeah, he could’ve gone military, whatever, but no. That’s where he 

wanted to be, and that’s where he is, and that’s where I’m gonna be.  

P: How long did you live in Williamsport? 

M: Well, two years for sure when he was in Korea. I lived with his parents. You’ve 

got enough there now to make a book. 

 [Laughter] 

P: I’ll do my best. 

M: Don’t you think? 

P: I’ll do my best. 

M: Okay. 

P: How long have you been in Mathews? 

M: Thirty-five years. 

P: Thirty-five years. 
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M: Yes, yes. We bought a house here, too large now. 

P: Was this before or after your husband retired? 

M: After he retired. 

P: So after he retired you moved to Mathews. 

M: Right, right. 

P: Were you in Norfolk before that? 

M: No, no. We were right here in Mathews. That’s where our house is. We bought a 

boat, we are on the river, on the East River. I did everything, get fish and this, 

and make friends, and all of that until he died. He died twenty years ago, and I’m 

by myself with my kids now and that’s it. 

P: Have you dated at all since your husband passed away? 

M: No. I’ve had a friend for a long time, but he died, too. He’s the best friend I ever 

met. He was a bachelor, and he died. 

P: After your husband retired, what did you two do for fun? 

M: Oh, we did everything! We have many boat-wise. We were on the water. We 

have a pool and all that stuff. That was about it. Lots of friends; there’s a lot of 

retired people around. 

P: Did you have any hobbies? 

M: This is my hobby. 

P: Making the Santa Clauses? 

M: Yes. 

P: But now it’s more than a hobby. 

M: It is my hobby, and it is as hobbies go, they’re expensive. [Laughter] 

P: How much does it cost to buy the quilts? 

M: It all depends what shape they’re in. What they normally do is they bring me the 

quilts, and I like to hear where they’ve been and whose they were and little stuff 

like that. Maybe they’ll bring me five, sometimes three or four, and I might pick 

one, or not. It has to be what I want. And what I do is, I make them a sample—I’ll 

show you—about that big.  

P: Maybe about two feet tall, eighteen inches? 
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M: No. A foot. 

P: A foot? Okay. 

M: I’ll show it to you. But anyhow, that’ll make three sizes. What I do is, I make them 

one. 

P: Mm-hm. Oh, who you bought the quilt from? 

M: I make them one for free. And the rest of the quilt is mine.  

P: Oh, okay. 

M: So there’s no money exchanged. 

P: It’s a trade. 

M: It’s a trade, in a way. 

P: How do you find the quilts? 

M: Very hard to do. 

P: Yeah? Where do you start looking? 

M: Well, I tell you what. You just saw that there. People just bring ‘em to me. 

P: Now, from the article? 

M: Yeah, it’s amazing. And I’ve sold I don’t know how many because of it, once in 

New York and the other one overseas someplace. They saw this thing and they 

wanted to see the Santa.  

P: Before that, did most of the quilts come from this area? 

M: Most of it, yes. Most of it, because I had lived here. But there’s some that they 

don’t know. They’ve moved, and this and that. They don’t know how they got it. 

So I said, well, all right, but they bring me some sometimes, it’s pretty well torn 

up. Maybe it’s a little piece like that, that they could save. If they know the history, 

I said, well, what you can do, I said, I can’t make anything out of it. I said, you 

frame it and put the history of it in the back of it. And I do that for free. I’m 

enjoying it. It’s a hobby.  

P: If you have parts of a quilt, can you combine them to make— 

M: Yes, you can. I normally don’t, though. I use about the same. You could mix it up, 

but I don’t. 

P: What’s the reason for it? 
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M: A lot of them are pretty torn up, so I have to take what I can do with it. Can I 

make a big one out of it or not? Can I make a mini one out of it, which is normally 

what I do. I give them one. I give them a big one. I show it to you. You’ve got 

enough for ten books then, right? 

P: Thanks, Greti, I appreciate it. 

M: [Laughter] You like that . . . Is this studies, that you’re doing this? 

P: Mm-hm. 

M: That’s what I figured, yeah. 

P: Yeah. 

M: Yeah. So you’re going towards a degree or something? 

P: I’m getting my Ph.D. in history, yeah. 

M: Well, I’m happy to meet you. 

P: I’m happy to meet you, too. 

M: Yeah, that’s wonderful. What are you going to be on? Writing? 

P: I hope I’ll teach. 

M: Teach? Well, you can teach me. 

P: Thanks. 

M: Yeah, you can teach. Yeah, I’ve have a lot of people, but you have a way. 

[End of interview] 
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